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SUBJECT: NASA NEGOTIATIONS 
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tv REPEATED EFFORTS BY EMBASSY TO HAVE MINISTER OF P&T 
AND/OR OTHER P&T OFFICIALS VISIT STATION HAVE NOT BEEN 
FRUITFUL. GOMR PREOCCUPATION WITH INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION 
HAS SERVED TO DIVERT GOMR'S ATTENTION FROM CONDUCT OF MOST 
REGULAR BUSINESS NOT JUST THAT WITH NASA STATION. EMBASSY HAS 
EXTENDED FORMAL INVITATION BY LETTER TO MINISTER OF P&T TO 
ATTEND BRIEFING AT STATION NOTING THAT UNLESS EMBASSY, NASA, 
AND P&T BEGIN DISCUSSING MANAGERIAL AND PERSONNEL QUESTIONS 
SOON, LITTLE HOPE OF MEETING PRESENT MALAGASIZATION SCHEDULE 
WILL EXIST. INTENTION OF LETTER IS TO MAKE CLEAR FOR RECORD 
SHOULD SCHEDULE BECOME ISSUE IN FUTURE THAT IT WAS NOT U.S. 

SIDE THAT CAUSED DELAY, ALTHOUGH THIS IS, OF COURSE, NOT 
SAID EXPLICITLY. 

2. EMBASSY ANICIPATES, HOWEVER, THAT IT MAY BE SOME TIME 
BEFORE RESPONSE IS FORTHCOMING AND WE WILL HAVE TO BE 
PATIENT WHILE MALAGASY SORT OUT THEIR POLITICAL PROBLEMS. 
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3. EMBASSY IS MINDFUL OF FACT THAT P&T NOT YET OFFICIALLY 
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DESIGNATED MALAGASY COOPERATING AGENCY AS NOTED REFTEL, 

BUT EMBASSY AND STATION AT THIS POINT ARE SEEKING ONLY TO 
OPEN WORKING-LEVEL DIALOGUE AS FIRST STEP IN WHAT PROMISES 
TO BE LENGTHY PROCESS. 

SLFERS 
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